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Then peace rumours swept all over Germany: "It will
be peace . . ." women said it with tears in their eyes. "It
must be peace . . ." businessmen who could not see
another way out said it in a suggestive tone. This phase
was of greatest psychological importance to the German
people. The sharpest restrictive measures in every sphere
of life had just come into force. But the hope of peace,
the conviction that it would all be over soon, relieved the
shock which the excessive rationing, for instance, had on
them.
When the peace hopes receded the German people
flew into a bad temper. Propaganda astutely put the blame
for the continuation of the war on Britain and guided that
bad temper into the anti-British channel.
Formerly indifferent Germans were influenced by this
propaganda and began to hate Britain. But the bad temper
also turned against neighbours, against the Nazis, against
other people in the street, the bus and the tram.
It manifested itself in personal quarrels. People who did
not dare to criticise or even grumble about political issues,
who did not even want to admit their'disappointment
about the war and their fear that it would be a long war,
quarrelled among themselves about trifles.
They ran to the courts, bringing slander actions against
each other until judges threatened to fine prosecutor as
well as offender for bothering the courts with such petty
cases.
In the Party offices, in the offices of the administration,
officials who were harassed, overworked and worried,
reverted to the old Nazi technique of rudeness, uppishness
and threats against the public.
"We are not accepting complaints of any sort. There
is a war on. Submit or bear the consequences/' This was
the type of reply which thousands received when they